
Ancient Egypt
Nicknamed òThe Gift of the Nileó

Å Egypt was first settled about 5000 B.C. 
(7000 years ago) by nomads

Å Egyptian Civilization developed because 
of the Nile River

Click photo for òA Kid Explains Historyó

https://safeshare.tv/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DPEMbPLR1vrA
https://safeshare.tv/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DPEMbPLR1vrA


Egyptian 
Geography
×Located in the 

northeast corner of 

Africa

×Surrounded by natural 

barriers: 

Ådesert

Åmountains

ÅMediterranean Sea

PROVIDED 
PROTECTION







The Nile River
u Flooded every year
uProvided fertile soil for crops when the òsiltó, from the 

bottom of the river bed, full of vitamins and minerals 
would flood the earth

uWas the òLifelineó for Egypt
u Transportation Route
u Used for Irrigation
u Flows south to north 
u (opposite of every other river)

uMouth = òDeltaó
Click for Nile Video

https://safeshare.tv/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DgOtoHidFy8k
https://safeshare.tv/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DgOtoHidFy8k


The Important Uses of the Nile
Uses: Drinking & Bathing, Agriculture, & 

Transportation

The Egyptians had 3 seasons, based on the river.

u Inundation : June - October - SHAIT

u time of rising flood waters

u farmers had time to build (pyramids and other 
projects)

u Emergence: November - February- PIRUIT

u the return of the water to the river

u planted crops & trapped water for irrigation

u Drought : March - June - SHEMU

u Harvest time (picking the crops)



Food
u Irrigation systems watered crops

uMain crops were barley, wheat and flax

uMain food was bread, fish, vegetables and fruit.  

uOnly the wealthy ate meat.

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/fieldday/kids/pictures/kidsfield600/cg_wheat_closeup.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/fieldday/kids/crops/wheat.htm&h=450&w=600&sz=245&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=x468T1nXFjs3LM:&tbnh=101&tbnw=135&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dwheat%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D


Clothing
uEgyptõs weather is very warm

uPeople wore linen robes

uWomen wore make-up and jewelry

uPeople shaved their heads and wore wigs for 
special occasions.

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ga.k12.pa.us/Academics/MS/6th/ancientegypt/alainaw/i%2520con/comangirl.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ga.k12.pa.us/Academics/MS/6th/ancientegypt/alainaw/Alaina.html&h=720&w=626&sz=176&hl=en&start=20&tbnid=Jv61QmDLViCmVM:&tbnh=140&tbnw=122&prev=/images%3Fq%3DEgyptian%2BClothing%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D


Egyptian Social Pyramid

Egyptian Social 
Classes were 

based on wealth, 
jobs and 

education

ÅEgyptõs lowest class were 
slaves.  

SLAVERY - the practice of one 
person owning another person.

Slavery was the lowest level in 
Ancient Egyptian society.

Slaves came from the conquered 
lands & did the hardest work:

Å Mined gold 
Å Planted crops
Å Dug canals
ÅWorked as house 

servants



Homes
uPeople built homes from mud bricks

uMore important people had better houses.

uOnly the wealthy had òbathroomsó

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://achesoncreations.com/Arrow/colonial/col1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://achesoncreations.com/Arrow/colonial/col1.htm&h=149&w=184&sz=8&hl=en&start=127&tbnid=nRxY93xPpnwc-M:&tbnh=83&tbnw=102&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dmud%2Bbrick%2Bhouse%26start%3D120%26ndsp%3D20%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DN


Language
u Egyptians developed a 

form of picture or symbol 
writing known as 
hieroglyphics. 

u They developed this 
language in order to keep 
track of government records 
and laws, taxes, and the 
passage of time

u This Egyptian òalphabetó 
was made up of about 800 
picture-symbols called  
hieroglyphs.

u The word hieroglyphics 
means òsacred writingó

u Had Scribes like the 
Mesopotamians



Language/Writing Continued

u Writings carved in wood 
or stone

u Later, painted with ink 
on papyrus

PAPYRUS:

u The Egyptians wrote 
on Papyrus, the 
earliest form of paper

u Made from the 
papyrus reed that 
grew in the Nile

u The reeds would be 
criss-crossed and 
pounded down to a 
paper -like thickness.

How to make Papyrus video

https://safeshare.tv/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D6nhIR-MK08E

